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For perception of the Truth, worship of the
Supreme

In name and form is means indeed.

But the state of being that in natural poise of
Self,

That alone is perception true.

Names of the Lord such as Brahma, Vishnu, Shiva,
Indra and others, are his forms such as the Hiranmaya,
the mystic gold-form of the Upanishad, or the eight-fold.
form Universal, Ashtamoorthi,* all these are means of
worship leading to the ultimate Realisation of the Supreme
Truth, sat-darshan. Worship by means of forms is indeed
fruitful, and has a purpose and usefulness of its own,
whether these forms are as imaged in the human mind,
such as Shiva with his vehicle of the symbolic Bull
Vrishabhavahana, or Vishnu seated on the Divine Eagle
Garudava'hana, or whether these are as formed in the
universal mind such as Agni, Vayu and Surya. But the
fruit of worship depends upon the grace of the worshipped

' The Lord's embodiment in created existence is Earth, Water,
Fire, Air, Ether, Sun, Moon and yajamana, the soul that offers
its all in sacrifice to the Lord.